Bl ack Forest Star Party - August, 2016

Wth the approach of Labor Day, it was tine to get ready for the trip up to Cherry

Springs State Park for the 2016 Bl ack Forest Star Party convention. http//bfpory
August had been a very hot and wet nonth here in Pittsburgh, and | was |ooking forward to
alittle cool relief and deep-sky observing!

Sunday 8/28/2016:
Got an early start on Sunday norning, thanks to packing the canper and car the day

before. | wanted to get up to Cherry Springs before the predicted thunderstorns hit the

park later in the afternoon. The drive up was uneventful, with light traffic. Oice | got
on Rt 555, past Benezette, | had the road to nyself. The forest along the road was a dark
green with a few hints of ‘Fall’ colors of red and yellow in some of the trees.

The streamthat runs along rmuch of the way was very |low and rocky, and at times was nore
pools than flowing water. | arrived at the park around 2: 00pm and ended setting up in the
spot next to where | usually go. | was directly across fromBob K and Bob N fromthe

Ki ski Astrononers who had cone up to the park on Saturday, and next to themwas Mke M
from NJ, and Dennis from York.

There were probably another 30 astrononers already on the observing field, including the
usual monthly group of which Tony D and Tom H stopped over to give us their weather
prognostication for the night — “not good”. As the sky was increasingly overcast with an
occasi onal distant runble of thunder, | hurriedly setup canp, opting to hold off on
putting up ny tent canopy until the next day. Wth the storm passing to the south of us,
I nmoved on to assenbling the tel escope: 8" SCT on a CGem nount with 80mm & 50nm
refractors piggybacked on top, along with ny StellaCam vi deocaneras and the ZWD ASI 120
for guiding. Wiile attaching the cameras, N ck and Janet arrived and squeezed into a
spot between M ke and Denni s.



I finished connecting the last video cable and did a quick balance of the tel escope
ensenbl e before covering it all up as the weather radar showed storns all around the
park. It was just a matter of time before we got hit, and sure enough around 7:00pm a
heavy storm cane barrow ng out of the west, sending everyone indoors. After about an hour
of thunder, lightning, and not too heavy of a rain, the stormmved on and we all cane
back out to assess the conditions. As it was still quite cloudy and getting dark and
everything bei ng soaked, along with a very hungry host of npsquitoes, we all headed back
in for the evening. | stayed up till alnost 11:00pmreadi ng and surfing the web.

Monday 8/29/2016:

Wke early and soon after breakfast had the tent canopy up and table and chairs inside.
Spent sone tine topping off the field batteries and checking the awesone | ooki ng forecast
for that evening. Al so spent sone time catching up with everyone and tal king c urrent
events. After lunch, headed down to Lyman Run park for a shower, but didn't get too far
as | had forgotten about the bridge work causing the road to Lyman being closed. Had to
backtrack down Rt 44 and take dirt roads down the nmountain to the |ake. Roundtrip
probabl y added about an hour to the overall drive, not to nention all the dust |
collected on ny car. Once back at canp, wal ked over to say hello to Frank Wfrom
Pittsburgh who was setting up his astrophotography tent across the road from ne.

Alittle after 3:00pm Denny H fromthe Kiski Astronomers arrived with his Aliner canper
and took the southern spot beside ny canper. Went for a late afternoon hi ke along the

trail leading out of the observing field. It was nice being in the cool shade of the
trees. After dinner and a qui ck phone call hone, | uncovered the tel escope and prepared
ny observing plans. | decided to work on Herschel bjects, chase down several nebul as

listed in the last nonths Sky & Tel, and visit a few ol d deep-sky friends.




Once it was dark enough to see Polaris swing off the tail of the little bear, | uncapped

ny new Pol emaster and began the polar alignment routine. | was also trying out a new
conpact keyboard with integrated touch-nmuse, which proved to be a pain as it tended to
auto-click on things when | didn’t want it too. | finally pulled out a spare nouse and

after a few tweaks to the tel escope, was polar aligned and soon had the GOTO nount
calibrated to the sky. Then using the bahtinov nasks for each aperture brought the
caneras to a nice crisp focus.

| decided to start off the video-observing over in Sagittarius, before the centaur dived
behi nd Denny’s canper. After paying a visit to ny favorite globular cluster — M2, |

sl ewed over to ny favorite dark nebula Barnard-86 “Ink Spot”, and quickly got off a 60
second exposure with the SC-3 video-canera. If | had waited much | onger, | would have had
to ask Denny to open his canper window so | could shoot thru it!

I then went on to re-image NGC6622, “Barnard’ s Gal axy”, with a series of 1, 2, and 3

m nut e vi deo-captures. Even at 3 minutes, this Local Goup galaxy is faint!

Too nuch “M I ky-Way” obscuring it. | then went on to collect several Herschel Objects in
the region, including open star clusters NGC6561 & 6647. Then | noved hi gh-overhead to
the Sagitta — Vul pecula area to hunt a nunber of faint Sharpless nebulas. The best of the
bunch was SH2-88A&B. By then it was well after mdnight, Triangulumwas rising high in
the east, so | sent the tel escope over to Messier-33 for a series of deep 3 minute pics.

Then pi cked-off a nunber of snmall faint Herschel (bject gal axi es including NGC614, 780,
807, 855 and 987. After finishing the |ast object in Triangulum | then sl ewed over to
Taurus to hunt Webb Object 1C360, a nebula, and then noved to Orion to capture Ced-62.
Finally, toward 3:30am with the G eat Bear beginning to rise in the northeast, | video -
captured the | ast Webb Object on nmy observing list: gal axy NGC2692. Felt good to be
finished with a nulti -year (since 2013) project survey of the Wbb bjects!

Headed to bed at 4:00am



Tuesday 8/30/2016:

Slept in late till 10:00am finally being woken by a warm canper. After breakfast, sat
around under ny tent canopy with Denny and Bob K tal king about the previous evenings
great observations. Both of themhad a good session imaging the Silver Coin galaxy -
NGC253 in Scul ptor. Spent the afternoon recharging the field batteries, doing a little
reading, and trying to stay out of the Sun so | wouldn’t get broiled.

During the day, nore astrononers began to arrive and the enpty spots around us began to
fill up. Sone of the new fol ks included Scott, Gordon, and Mchele fromthe York Ontario
club, along with Brian, who is a local PA citizen.

Got in a good long nap as the evening was | ooking great for another observing run. At
sunset, Bob K, Denny and | wal ked over to visit with TomH and al ong the way we stopped
in to see a nonster 32" f4 dobsonian! Very nice!




Afterwards, we took a stroll across the main road to the public area and checked out the
| atest park upgrades to the outdoor planetarium By then the sky has gone drastically
downhi |l and was nostly overcast. So we didn't bother to uncover the tel escopes and
instead pull ed out our chairs to sit and discuss the |atest news in astronony — the new
pl anet di scovered around Proxima Centauri! Traveling there seens al nbst seens doabl e,

If you have |like 10,000 years! LO.!

After awhile, we noticed a few stars beginning to pop-out fromthe overcast. Soon a
sucker hol e opened up overhead. Then, Cherry Springs worked its magic and the sky nostly
cleared off, leaving the MIky-Way shining down on us. Up out of the chairs we al

| eaped and soon had our tel escopes uncovered and canmeras powered up. | quickly slewed the
scope over to Altair for a quick focus check, and while there decided to hunt Hersche

Obj ects located within the eagle. Soon | had video-captured open cluster NGC6728, al ong
wi th gal axi es NG36926 & 6929. By then the clouds had begun to reform al ong the horizon
so | noved up overhead to clearer skies in the swan and captured a faint littl e gal axy
NGC7013 that was hiding in the MIky-Way of Cygnus. | then scurried over to the |lizard
where | continued the galaxy hunt, netting NGC7197 & 7231. Wth the time going on

m dni ght, the sky finally came to a close, going conpletely overcast, so we al | covered
up the scopes and called it a night. Still, a pleasant few hours of observing!

Wednesday 8/ 31/ 2016:

After a good night sleep, was up by 8:30am A shower had gone thru at dawn | eaving the
ground danp. After a check of the weather conditions and forecast, there was no hope of
any Sun today, or stars tonight. Denny and | took the long drive down to Lynman Run for
the showers. Wth the bridge being out on the main road to Lyman for replacenent, you
have to take a very |long detour down Rt 44 to Sweden Valley and up Rt6, or take a nunber
of dirt / gravel forest roads down the nountain where you cone out at the back of Lynman
Lake. W chose the dirt roads! Wile we ended up getting shiny & clean, couldn't say the
same for the car. It was a nmess, with a very fine grit even working its way thru the rear
hatch and covering things in the back end. Once back at canp, we collected Bob K and went
for ice-creamdown the road at Keeners. They' ve added a bunch of new “Cherry Springs”
items for sale including hats, Coffee nugs, shirts, hoodies, and nmagnets!
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W spent sone tine sitting on their front porch watching the world go by and discussing
our concerns about the progress of Tropical Storm Hermnie inpacting our observing on the
weekend.



Back at canp, the sky decided to rain some nore, so | headed indoors to practice ny
presentation for Saturday on “Obscure Open Star Custers”. During the afternoon, canpers
continue to pull into the field | ooking for spots. Anong those were Ron K and Eric L of
t he LVAAS cl ub.

Once the showers had ended, Bob N of our Kiski club needed to head back honme for work, so
he packed up his tel escope and Aliner canper and pulled out.

After dinner, with a partly cloudy sky, Bob Denny and I went for a stroll and dropped in
to visit with Eric L, who had setup shop over near the southern end of the observing
field. At dusk, | headed back to canp, and rather than feeding the bugs, decided to go in
for the night to read and watch a little TV. Early to bed.

Thur sday 9/1/2016:

Anot her norning of waking early froma |long sleep brought by sunlight shinning thru the
wi ndows of ny canper. Checked the weather forecast, |ooked like we were in-store for a
great night of observing. Sat around during breakfast tal king tel escope nounts with Bob
and Denny, then pulled out a book to read — “Starlight Detectives” by Alan Hrschfield,
about the switch over from19'" century visual observing to nodern astrophotography.

So far a very good read! Al afternoon astrononers kept pouring into the park and soon
nearly every little open spot was taken. Fred K from Pittsburgh and Tracy N from Del awnare
arrived and grabbed the two spots that we had been saving for them




Jeff N of CCTS also pulled in with his trailer of goodi es and he soon had a coupl e of
tabl es going. Bob and | stopped over to see what he had, and | quickly purchased a new
60mm hel i cal focuser guidescope from Jeff.

Back at canp, | pulled out ny Sansung SDC435 videocamwith a 1.5mm fisheye I ens and got a
tinme-lapse running with the canera pointing north. Spaceweather was calling for aurora
overnight froma large coronal hole on the Sun that was pointing Earth’s way. Hopefully,

| would catch one. Tracy al so had the sane idea, as he soon had three DSLR s runni ng!

After dinner and a call hone, | uncovered the tel escope and prepared the night’'s
observing list. After redoing ny Pol emaster and GOTO alignnents, (figuring the tel escope
had settled a bit over the |last several days), | was planning on going after Local G oup

and Arp Peculiar galaxies, with a few Herschel Cbjects thrown in. Toward sunset, the
clouds started to noticeably thicken rather than dissipating, and the sky remai ned

overcast for the next several hours, with an occasional bright star poking thru a short-
lived <iicker hnle DManallll The farecact went hadl W were rnhhedl |1



But, after nmuch hair pulling and gnashing of teeth, the sky started to clear fromthe
north, and by 10: 30pm Polaris was in the clear and | was able to begin re-aligning the
tel escope. Gave a Pol enaster ‘denmp’ to George K of the Kiski club who had dropped in to
visit, along with a few other folks. | then started on ny nount’s GOTO al i gnnent, but
made several poor choices on stars that were too low in the west and obscured by ny
canper causing me to hit the cancel button. Upon adding the last calibration star, and
doing a test slew, | realized it was wasted tinme as the tel escope didn't have a clue as
to where it was pointing. So sent the nmount to its hone position, powered it off/on and
restarted the whole process over. This time | nore wisely chose alignnent stars and
before long the tel escope was accurately aligned and back in action. Unfortunately,

bet ween the early clouds and having redoing alignments, | had | ost a nunber of objects in
Scorpius and Sagittarius to being obscured by Denny’s canper. I’'ll have to try for them
on another night. Wiile | was going thru all this, sone folks over in the public side
thought it would be a ‘cool’ idea to | aunch several candle hot -air |antern ball oons!

They floated right over the observing field and were amazingly bright. After the second
one went up, Bob K raced over the field and across the highway, found the folks and told
themto stop!! Apparently they had no idea how disruptive it was to everyone doi ng
astronony,,,!!! These two pictures give you an idea of howit lit up the field

Wth ny 8 SCT CGemfinally having an excellent alignnent and the focus on the Stell aCans
tweaked to optimal, | decided to go after Local Goup Gal axies over in Capricornus and
later in Cetus, including 1Cl1613. But | soon ran into an i ssue where the | aptop woul d

| ose comunication with the ASI guidecanera causing the |onger video exposures that | was
attenpting to have bloated stars and trails. After wasting a good hour struggling with
trying to figure out the root cause of the problem (Laptop? PHD? ASI Canera?), Denny dug
out a spare 15 USB cable and we tried plugging the camera into that. Probl emresol ved,
PHD was gui ding, and | was back in business. Apparently after working fine for the

previ ous two observi ng sessions, ny new USB cabl e had gone bad! Arghhhhh!

| then finally noved into taking deep video exposures of several Arp galaxies in Cetus

i ncl udi ng Arp8 (NGC497), and Arp4d (MC&-3-50),and did a series of multi -mnute captures
of NGC253 *Silver Coin Galaxy’, which by now was well placed on the neridian along the
Sout hern hori zon.




By now it was past 2:00am and a band of clouds that had been huggi ng the northern sky
finally began to nmove south. Soon the sky was al nost conpletely overcast, and after Bob
Denny, Tracy, Fred and | checked the weather satellite, and realized it wasn't going

anywhere fast, we decided to call it a night. W soon had our caneras and tel escopes
power ed down and covered up. | wal ked over to chat with Gordon and Brian who were sti |1l
attenpting to visually pull objects out of a few sucker holes. | left themto it and was

in bed by 3:00am

Friday 9/2/2016:

Was woken up early around 7:30amto the noise fromfol ks outside. Apparently they had
forgotten about the quiet rules. After breakfast, | uncovered ny tel escope and installed
t he new 60mmm gui descope, replacing the 50mm scope. | then headed down to the swap - nmeet
and picked up an interesting CCTV |l ens: a 25mm — 100mm Canon zoom Shoul d be useful for
wide field MIky-Wy videoastronony. Back at canp, visited with Mchele and had a

di scussi on on how to nmanage cabl es/wires on our nounts. W both have the same CGem nount
and she was | ooking for ideas. Dennis from York stopped over and we tal ked about usin g
the AW canera as both a guider and i nmager canera. Spent some time working on the video
time-1apse fromthe night before. Turns out there was an aurora early on. Later, 1’11l
load a video to YouTube: https://ww. youtube. com user/Stell arJourneys?feature=watch

| mssed it as | was doing the Pol enaster deno at the tine. Tracy N was able to get a
nice capture of it using his DSLR s.

After lunch, | went inside the canper for a nap. The weather forecast |ooked excell ent
for the night and | needed to get some rest if | wanted to nake it thru that evenings
observing session. But | couldn't sleep too long as the CPO club had invited the
convention speakers to join themat the old pavilion for dinner, so at 6:00pm| was over
at the shelter enjoying a good dinner supplied by our BFSP hosts. Thanks Quys!!!!!!

Back at canp, Tony D and Tom H stopped over to give Bob and | a visit.




Al day the sky was nostly clear, except for an occasion patchy cloud, and the

cl earskycl ock showed excellent for that night. But late in the afternoon, word started
goi ng around about now Hurricane Herminie taking a nore northerly track, and by sunset,
an outer band of clouds fromthe stormhad swirled up and engul fed the southern and
eastern sky. For awhile it | ooked like it was going to be a total cloud-out, but a cold-
front dropping out of the north pushed back, and we had sonewhat clear skies around nost
of the horizon, but the transparency was bad.

| tried to make the best of it and after powering up the tel escope slewed over to
Capricornus and was able to video-imge Local G oup gal axy MC&-53-2, “Aquarius Dwarf”
Wanted to work on Arp gal axies, but the sky was just too soft to pull in that kind of
faint detail. By mdnight, the MIky-Way faded to barely visible, So | pointed the

tel escope horizontally to hel p keep dew off the optics and went inside the canper for a
nap. After about an hour, pulled on ny jacket and came back outside to find an inproving
sky. Went back to video-observing Arp gal axi es and captured a nunber of themover in the
whal e and fish. The Cetus and Pisces region was a rich hunting ground for these
interesting peculiar interacting galaxies and | netted Arpl9 (NGC145), Arp59 (NGC341),
Arpl00 (1C18&19) & 157 (NGC520).

I wish | could have stayed up all night hauling in these fascinating objects, but by
3: 00am ny thoughts were on how busy the next day was going to be, so | powered down the
tel escope and headed in to bed.

Sat urday 9/ 3/ 2016:

Again, wasn't able to sleep in past 8:00am due to outside noise fromfol ks across the
road. This was Getting old! After breakfast, nade the dusty trip down to the Potter

Fam |y Canpground off of Rt6 to cleanup. Once back at canp, | plugged in the battery
chargers and reviewed ny presentation notes one last tine. Wni and John L fromthe Kiski
Astronomers, up to Cherry Springs for the day, stopped by our canp and visited with us. |
t hen headed back over to the Saturday swap table and picked up a few small itens that |
‘needed’ . At 2:30pm | gave ny “Cbscure Star Clusters” presentation to a good size crowd.
There was a nunber of good questions afterwards. For those interested, you can find a PDF
of my talk at: http://stellar-journeys. org/ downl oads. ht m

Afterwards, Tracy, Denny, and | sat in on the keynote presentation on preparing for the
upcom ng 2017 August Total Sol ar Eclipse, by Dr M ke Reynolds. Good info, confirnmed
pretty much what | had al ready planned. Bob K then gave a great introduction to head park
ranger Chip H, as it was Chip’s last starparty before he retired.

Chip gave his final park update, detailing the plans this fall to nove the entrance to
the public area across the main road. That should really help with the car headlights
shi ning across the observing field at night when the public program ends .



Then it was time for the door prize draw ng! Denny won a Coronado PST!!
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After the drawi ng was over, Bob, Denny, Tracy, and | headed over to Fox's for their
traditional “Chicken, biscuit, and gravy” dinner, followed up by “cookies-n-creanf ice-
creaml W then had to go for a stroll around the observing field to walk all that off.
Bob and Denny soon stopped to talk with a couple up fromPgh, but as it was getting dark,
| decided to head off on ny own to take sone tel escope phot os.

It was amazing how full the observing field was! People were setup all the way to the
sout hern fence and the eastern “Wodsman” rough uneven section of the field was even
filled up!

| stopped in at Eric L's canp to see how his observing with the new Atik Infinity
vi deocanmera was going, and to say hello to Phil D and Mke P from Canada who had arrived
the previous day.




Wth the sky beginning to darken, | continued ny stroll ar ound the field. It was great to
see all the different styles & makes of tel escopes setup and ready to go!

i




Ran into nmore folks that | knew including Jeff fromN VA and Jimand Gary fromthe
Hamilton Ontario club.




As the air tenp was rapidly cooling, | then hurried back to canp to change into warmer
cl othes and prepare the tel escope and ny observing notes. Wth the stars beginning to
tw nkl e overhead and a young Moon shinning in the west, the public began arriving and
wondering the observing field | ooking for those of us who had signed up for public
viewi ng had set out red glow sticks for themto find us by.

Soon | dozens of folks stacked 3 or 4 rows deep to see ny videoastronony setup. | hopped
around the usual fall showcase objects including open clusters M6 & M/ in the scorpions
tail, to the bright nebulas in Sagittarius & Scutum — the Lagoon — M3, the Swan — ML7
and the Eagle — ML6 showi ng the Hubble “Pillars of Creation”. Over in the eastern sky, |
showed the rising gal axies of Andromeda — MB1 and the Pinwheel - M33, and the edge on
spiral NGC891. Was even able to display the Wirlpool galaxy — M1 over in the northwest
before it set behind ny canper. (That was a real crowd pleaser, being able to see the
spiral arnms!). This rapid-fire public videoastronomy outreach went on for several hours,
with my going thru a pile of handouts on what they were seeing. Finally, the crowd began
dyi ng down at 11: 00pm Must have had 100+ people go thrul

As the last visitor drifted away toward the exit gate, | took a |long drink of Coke and
nmoved on to ny observing programfor the night. The sky was | ooking kinda ‘weak’ with
transparency degrading, so | decided to hunt the brighter Herschel bjects.

As Androneda was well placed, rising high in the eastern sky | started there, video -
capturing a nunber of gal axi es includi ng NGC280, 395, 477, 533, 898, and 980.

VWil e in the nei ghborhood, | went back to NGC891 and took a nunber of deep 5 minute
exposures of this beautiful edge-on spiral galaxy, giving it an “Quter Limts” |ook

After a short ‘warm ng’ break inside the canper, where | fell asleep for a good 45

m nutes, | headed back outside and continued the Herschel hunt in Aquarius. Wthin the
wat er bearer, | video-captured quite a few gal axi es includi ng NGC7165, 7246, 7364, 7391
7393, 7606 and 7725. A aood col |l ection!



By now it was well past 3:00am and | took a break fromthe Herschel’s to slew over to
Taurus the bull and try ny luck with the Crab Nebula — ML. Got a nice sequence of 60,
180, and 300 second video-captures. | then noved on and picked-off a nunber of Taurus
Her schel bj ects includi ng NGC1409, 1588, 1758, and 2026. During the Herschel bject
hunt, Eric L stopped over to say ‘hello” and to see what | was working on. He told ne
that there weren’t too many of us still up and put observing. Mst of the folks in ny
group had already called it a night. But we bot h agreed that even a ‘fair’ night at
Cherry Springs was better than the best of nights back honme and shoul dn’t be wasted

After Eric headed back to his telescope, | finished off the Herschel’s in Taurus.

Then with the cl ock showi ng past 4:00am | decided it was time for ny |last object of the
ni ght — The Horse Head dark nebula — B33 in the belt of Orion! | sent the tel escope over
to the last star in the Hunter’s belt — Alnitak and did a nount star sync as | knew the
horse was elusive to find and | wanted to be dead centered on it. | took a short 30
second exposure and there it was! | then captured a series of 1,3 and 5 m nute video -
captures and the dark horse’s head filled the nmonitor screen nicely illum nated by the

background glow of 1C434. It was an awesone Vview !

At that point, with the time going past 4:30am | decided to stop there with that
menor abl e vi deo-observati on and cl osed up the tel escope and headed for bed!

Sunday 9/ 4/ 2016:

Slept in till 10:30am ignoring the noise fromfol ks outside, but the canper becom ng
warmfinally rousted ne out of bed. Once up, sat back with breakfast and watched the
scranbl e of everyone packi ng and heading hone. Qur little group had decided to stay one
nore day, but soon the observing field had significantly enptied-out. Denny and | headed
down to the Potter Fam |y Canpground for the showers and after a stop on the way back at
keeners for ice-cream | headed inside the canper for a nap

After about an hour, | got back up and decided to start pre-packing ny canp. Took down
the tent canopy, which had nmade it all the way thru a starparty without losing it to a
storm ), and packed away ot her non-essentials for the night. Gave Denny and Bob a hand
taking down their tents.

Met a couple from Bethel Park that came up for the day and was stayi ng overnight.

W tal ked about the Liberty Bridge fire fiasco and wondered how long it would take to
repair the bridge and what were the best detours.

At sunset, wal ked down to the southern section of the observing field to visit with Mke
P and Eric L. After getting back to ny canp, | uncovered the tel escope and powered
everything up for the night. The sky was clear, but it was another night of weak
transparency and a faded M1 ky-Way. | decided to start off the evening using the SC-11 on
the 80mm Kson Refractor to take 8 second vi deo-captures of open clusters M6 & M/ in the
scorpions tail .



I then followed up by deep 60 second images of M3, ML7 in Sagittarius & M6 in Scutum




| then headed up to the wi nged horse and captured several Local Goup galaxies in
Pegasus, including AndVl. | then continued hunting Herschel ojects including NGC52, 7280,
7311, 7316, and 7321. Muved on fromthere to Androneda the princess to pick up another
Local G oup nenber — AndViII. At Mdnight, Bob Kcalled it quits and packed-up his

tel escope. Denny and |, both dragging fromthe previous | ong night of observing, |asted
for about another hour, then we both decided to close up and al so packed up our

tel escopes. | was in bed by 2:00am

Monday 9/5/2016:

Sunlight stream ng in woke me at 8:30amto a dewy field.

I had just mssed early-bird Bob k pulling out for hore.

Qui ckly packed the inside of the canper and noved outside to have breakfast and pack the
remai ning few outside itenms. Hooked up the car to the canper and went around and said ny
goodbyes to Denny, Tracy, and M ke. Denny pulled out for hone shortly before I headed out
at 10:00am On the drive back toward 180, we both got stuck in a Labor Day parade in
Penfield! Denny stuck it out, but | turned around and headed cross country to Brookville,
then to 180. Probably added an extra hour to ny drive hone.

Finally, close to 4:00pm | backed the canper into ny driveway and unpacked. | was hone!

This ends the Black Forest Star Party of 2016. Six out of eight nights of observing!
Not a bad run at all!!!

Larry MHenry
Astronom cal Webportal : http://www.stellar-journeys.org/




