AstroBl ast - October, 2015

Wth the Ol Region Astrononical Society’s nove to a new |location this year, ORAS decided
to delay AstroBlast to October so that they coul d have sonme of the new observatory
infrastructure in place. http://www.oras.org/astroblast.html

| had hoped to go up either that Thursday or Friday of the event, but unfortunately I ast
m nute work obligations got in the way, so | had to settle for only one day.

Sat urday 10/17/2015:

Havi ng prel oaded the car and canper earlier in the week, all | needed to do was grab a
few small itens, such as ny laptop, and | was on the road by 10:00am for the trip north.
The weat her forecast for the day was dismal, calling for a high in the low 40's and

possi bl e snow showers. The drive started out cloudy, but along | -79 the sky cleared off
to nice sunshine. | started thinking that perhaps the forecasts wer e going to be way off
and | would get some observing in. But once | nade the turn to the east along | -80, the
Sun di sappeared into lowering clouds, and by the time | hit the exit at Emlenton, there
were snow showers! Looked |ike the forecast was going to be accurate after all, meaning
no observing later that night.

The new observatory site is quite easy to find, located off of R 322, about half -way
between Franklin and C arion. Upon arriving around noon, | headed over to the
registration tent to sign in with Phil T and Mari anne H who were manning the tent.

I was | ooking forward to seeing the progress on the Mintenance building fromwhen | was
last up to the observatory site hel ping out a few weeks back. The netal roof was now on,
along with insulation and nost of the siding. Also, the interior concrete floor had been
poured, and the outside doors were ready to be installed next week.




I nside, huddling against the cold was ORAS nmenbers Tim S, John and Katie O and Kisi
Astronomer Bob K

Also, Mke A was there, having placed his tent inside to keep it out of the weather.

After having a cup of hot coffee and visiting with everyone, including a nunber of
addi ti onal ORAS nmenbers who arrived, Bob K and | wal ked up toward the unfini shed
Observatory buil di ng. Here are a couple of pictures |ooking north fromthe parking area
of the Maintenance Buil ding and along the road. You can see along the left side of the
road the ditch that was dug for both the electrical conduit and field drainage lined with
large granite boul ders. Access to the western section of the field is behind the
Qoservatory building. The lone ‘canpers’ up by the Cbservatory was Steve and Deb in
their Tab canmper. | decided to canp down by the M ntenance buil ding, but other than
turning on the propane heat, | didn't bother to set anything else up or get the tel escope
out of the car.






The Qoservatory walls were partly up, along with the roll-off roof wheel tracks.
Here are a few exterior pics:




I nside, the concrete floor was done, along with t he conduit for the two tel escopes, a 30"
Reflector for visual work, and a 14” SCT for imaging. A warmup roomw || be in the
northern section of the building.
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VWile there, John L fromthe Kiski club also joined us. Here’ s John and Bob | ooki ng
south frominside the observatory. You can see the Mintenance building on the right.

Bob and John both headed hone after an hour or so.
Several times during the afternoon snow squalls nmoved thru, and toward eveni ng we had one
that left a ¥ of the wet stuff on the cars and ny canper:




During the afternoon, while we sat inside the Maintenance buil ding around a coupl e of
heaters, | led one of the ‘informal talks’ on night-sky nythology. John Othen started a
di scussi on about how different amateur astronony was fromthe late 60's and how much the
equi pment bei ng used had changed over the |ast 50 years.

And Dave J bounced around several other astronomical topics too. Lots of good

di scussi on!!

By then the door prizes were out and the pizza had arrived. At that point there were
probably a good 20 some anmateurs present, both ORAS nenbers and guests. After the pizza
had been devoured, it was tine for the prize draw ngs.

The club had a nice selection, with Marianne H Mranda H and Katie O running the event.
| ended up wi nning a nice binocular guide fromOion Tel escopes.
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By the time we finished the drawi ngs, the Sun was down, and it was getting dark under the
grey snowy sky. Mst of the fol ks headed hone, but a nunmber stayed to hear Phil T lead a
di scussion on constellation star-lore. Phil covered a nunber of stories that | had

ski pped over earlier in the day, along with interesting tidbits regarding star names and
constellations that were no longer there. Fun stuff!

By 9:00pm with just a handful of us |left who were staying overnight, | decided to head
i nside ny canper for the evening and warmed up with a little readi ng. In bed and asl eep
by 11: 00pm

Sunday 10/18/2015:

Wke to a cloudy cold nmorning, with the outside tenp hovering at the freezing mark.

G ad | didn't unhook the canper or have any outdoor itens to pack.

After a quick indoor breakfast, | stowed away a fewinterior itens and headed outside to
say ny goodbyes and started the drive home under snowfl akes.

Despite the cold and snowy weather and only being able to attend one day, it was still a
good trip! | enjoyed visiting with nmy ORAS friends, and the pleasant surprise of several
Ki ski Astrononers dropping by. The ‘informal’ talks were a lot of fun!

The new ORAS observatory site is starting to take shape, and I | ook forward to being able

to observe fromthe | ocation next year and to future AstroBl ast s under dark skies.

Larry MHenry
Astronom cal Webportal : http://www.stellar-journeys.org/




