Cal houn Starpark Visioning - Septenber, 2014

For the past couple of years, |’ve been involved with a group fromthe Appal achi an
Regi onal Conmi ssion (ARC) in developing a dark-sky location at the Cal houn County Park,
near Grantsville West Virginia. Calhoun is one of the the darkest spots in the Eastern

U S. that you probably haven't heard of. http://stellar-journeys.org/calhounpark.htm

Thi s Septenber, the ARC and | ocal county officials sponsored a visioning/planning session
for creating a starpark. Several amateurs fromthe Pittsburgh area attended the event.

+CALHOUN COUNTY+
STARPARK VISIONING
Fi oYy SEPTEMBER 20, 2014 ongth

s UNIVERS I TYof

)
T RROAVILLY

Al T
FAIRMEY EE

BT ERSITY

Friday 09/19/2014 — Sunday 9/21/2014:

Had a good tinme this past weekend down at Cal houn Cty Park. VWil e the skies weren't the
best, there were plenty of good periods of observing on both nights. Fri day ni ght was
definitely the better night with overall good seeing, but we were bothered by occasi onal
bands of patchy clouds. There was just a few of us on the observing ridge, a |ocal park
board nenber and another fella who |lived about a hal f -hour away, both who were just doing
bi no observing. There was also a trio who cane up from Charleston with a snmall Celestron
reflector. | spent the first several hours entertaining the group with video -astronony
of the usual showcase objects using nmy C8/ CCGEM tel es cope & Stell aCam caner as,

then I noved on to ny Arp Gal axy survey and was able to get in 10 new gal axy observations
i ncludi ng Arpl4 (NGC7314) and gal axy chain Arp-113 (NG367, 68,69, 70,71 & 72) before tiring
out at 2:00am




Saturday, | was woken up early by a high-school cross-country track neet that was going
on below ne at the Red Barn. By 10:30am the track neet had “run its course”, and the
Uni v of Tenn organi zers of the starparty, along with a project crew fromFairmont Uin W
had arrived, followed shortly by my South-H Ils buddies Al and Paul, and then Tony & Roz

W spent the day in several workshops regardi ng what woul d be needed to make Cal houn an
astronony destination, and wal ked the large fields to the south and east of the park.
The Univ of Tenn group seenms confident that they will be able to secure grant funding to
bui I d a nodern restroonm shower -house facility at the park and run electrical & water
hookups to whichever |ocation is chosen as the astronony field.

We gave thema | ot of feedback on how other places were setup for observing and what us
amat eur - astronomers | ooked for in a site, (especially Cherry Springs as an exanple, for
which | had brought a large envelope full of literature on), and | al so suggested that
they send a delegation up to Cherry Springs to talk to the park and locals and the

Cal houn folks were quite interested in that idea.



At the end of the day, | gave ny 'Intro to Stargazing' talk, along with a green -1 aser
tour once it got dark. | then spent the early evening doing another video -astronony
denonstration for the park board, |ocal supporters, and Univ of Tenn organizers, with A
and Paul also setting up a Cl1 for visual observing. Tony and Roz left early, before the
starparty ended, as they were making the drive back hone. Early on, a high-level haze
kept the sky from being very good, but as the night wore on, the conditions inproved, and
occasionally cleared off nicely.

By the time the crowd thinned-out, | was too tired fromthe day to do any serious
observations, so Paul and |I spent the next couple of hours of good sky using Paul's Canon
DSLR on ny C8's 80nmm gui descope shooting w defield i mages of clusters, nebula, and

gal axies, while | used the Stellacam video caneras to find and di splay the sane objects.
Paul was able to get sone really nice | ooking DSLR i mages thru the 80mm wi t hout any
guiding. (that CGEM nount really tracks great, and it helped that I had spent the tine
the evening before on doing a very accurate polar align). Al continued to show the Univ
of Tenn fol ks objects with his Cl1, until his optics finally dewed over, and then tal ked
astronony with themwhile everyone was waiting for Paul and | to find and i mage deep -sky
objects. W did open clusters such as M1 and the Double-C uster, the Swan and Lagoon
nebul a's, and the Androneda and Pi nwheel galaxies, along with other NGC s.

I was quite inpressed with how well that DSLR worked with ny tel escope setup!

Finally, around 1:00am we were all getting a bit tired, (the beer the park fol ks brought
us probably didn't help), so we all called it a night and went to bed.

WAs up again early Sunday norning, and was packed and on the road before the rain hit.
Overall, the event was a success, with a good day's worth of discussion of what could
potentially work out to be really nice dark-sky location and a starparty that evening to
peak everyone's interest in making the 'starpark' happen.

Here's a short tinme-lapse video that | nade at Cal houn on Friday, using a | ow-1light

Sansung security video camera on a tripod. | wanted to record nore of the evening than
what | got, but mny video-recorder nalfunctioned early on. |I've loaded it to ny Stellar
Jour neys YouTube site. "Sunset at Cal houn" http://youtu.be/PtRTTUW2Fmo

Also, here's a link to a newspaper article about Cal houn:
http://www.charlestondailymail.com/article/20140918/DM01/140919201

Larry MHenry
Astronom cal Webportal : http://www.stellar-journeys.org/




