
  Hidden Hollow  S tar P arty -  S eptem ber, 2013 
I've alw ays considered Hidden Hollow  to be the last 'O fficial' astronom y convention of the year.  
(at least for our area of the country).  A fter this spring/sum m er of new  m oon w eekend rainouts, I had 
high hopes that the year could be salvaged by one last cam ping outing.  
U nfortunately, the evil w eather cycle that w e're in once again dashed all hopes. 
 
  
Friday  1 0 / 0 4 / 2 0 1 3 : 
A fter w atching the dism al w eather forecast for the w eekend, around noon, I headed out for M ansfield 
O hio and the Hidden Hollow  cam pgrounds. 
It w as partly cloudy starting out in P ittsburgh, but as I got to the O hio state line, the sky becam e 
overcast, and w hile driving thru the city of A kron, I ran into a rain storm .   
A rrived at the Hidden Hollow  cam psite just past 4:00pm .   
http://hom e.com cast.net/~lem astro/conventions/HH2013-03.jpg 
T he sky had gone back to partly cloudy, but off to the N W , there w as a line of dark clouds, and an 
occasional rum ble of thunder.   
http://hom e.com cast.net/~lem astro/conventions/HH2013-04.jpg 
Bob K and Bob N  w ere there setup in our usual spot. I quickly arranged m y cam psite, but held off 
assem bling the telescope until after Bob N  checked the latest w eather forecast on his sm artphone.   
http://hom e.com cast.net/~lem astro/conventions/HH2013-01.jpg 
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O nce Bob pulled up the w eather radar/satellite im ages, w e quickly realized that w ith the incom ing 
storm s heading in our direction, there w ould be no observing that night, and probably the next as w ell.  
A ll three of us decided to leave our telescopes in the cars. 
 W e headed dow n to the lodge around 6:00pm  to grab a bite of dinner from  the food vendor.  
A fter sitting around for a w hile, w aiting out a rain show er and visiting w ith som e of the R ichland 
astronom y club m em bers, w e headed back to cam p. 
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Bob K headed in to w atch a m ovie and Bob N  to w ork on processing som e im ages.  I decided to w alk up 
to the club's EDU  building and take in a presentation on the Jupiter-Juno m ission.  T here w as about 20 in 
attendance, w hich w as probably at least half the folks on site for the night.   
T he talk w as interesting, w ith the presenter giving a very good explanation of how  a gravity-assist 
slingshot m aneuver w orks.  It w as a good thing I took an um brella w ith m e as it started raining during 
the talk.  L ater, after the show er had passed, the sky w ent partly clear, just enough to show  a few  
northern constellations such as Cassiopeia, P erseus, and A ndrom eda.  But it didn't last long enough for 
anyone to uncover a telescope, and the clouds soon rolled back in, bringing sprinkles.   
I headed inside m y cam per w here I caught up on som e reading. 
In bed, asleep by 11:00pm .  O vernight, I w as aw akened several tim es by rain drumming on the cam per 
roof… … . 
  
 
Satu rday  1 0 / 0 5 / 2 0 1 3 : 
W oke to a hazy, dew y, w et m orning. 
A fter breakfast, headed over to the show er house and w hile there a thunderstorm  rolled thru dropping 
heavy rain.  A round 11:00am , the three of us w alked dow n to the m ain lodge and dropped a few  bucks 
on the doorprize raffle.  A s usual, Hidden Hollow  has the best / largest selection of doorprizes! 



L ater back at cam p, around 1:00pm , a series of heavy rain show ers drove everyone back inside. 
A t 2:30pm , w e strolled, w ith our um brellas, back dow n to the lodge to take in a 'geology' presentation 
on im pacts & craters.   
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It w as a very interesting discussion, and w e all learned a few  things.  
T here are actually quite a few  im pact craters here on Earth that has been recently identified. 
In addition to that big crater dow n in M exico, there w ere actually tw o additional large im pact craters 
over in Europe & Africa that occurred in the sam e tim efram e, 63 m illion years ago, and they think that it 
w as the com bination of all three that led to that m ass die-off of the dino's. 
T he new  paradigm  in geology is that 'w hen in doubt about how  a peculiar area form ed - it m ust be an 
im pact crater'. 
  
A fter an early dinner, w e all gathered at the lodge for the 5:30pm  doorprize draw ing.   
O nce again, the Kiski A stronom ers 'team ' cleaned up, w inning a total of eight item s! 
Bob K brought hom e a new  S ky & T el P ocket A tlas, along w ith a O rion S olarS ystem -IV planetary cam era. 
Bob N , picked-off 4 raffles - an A strozap 5" solar filter, a O rion cam era strap, a 2" cam era adapter-ring, 
and a T elevue 2" barlow !  I rounded-out the Kiski w inning streak by w inning a DVD video titled: 
'U ndaunted - the story of A llegheny O bservatory', and a O rion Dual L osm andy m ount bracket.  
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A t the very end of the raffle, a huge storm  blew  thru bringing high w inds and heavy rains.   
Everyone w aited it out in the lodge, and once it finally died dow n, w e m ade our w ay back to cam p.   
A s it w as getting dark, w ith another round of loom ing rain, the "Bob's" decided to head in for the night.   
A fter a phone call hom e, I w alked up to the observatory around 7:30pm , w here there w as a guitarist 
playing inside.  It w as kinda nice, sitting in the darkened observatory, listening to the m elodies being 
played, w hile overhead loom ed the giant telescope dim ly lit in the red lighting.  Very relaxing! 
A fter the guitarist finished up, I headed back to cam p and stayed for about another hour reading. 
Called it an early night and w ent to bed at 11:00pm .  
W as again w oken up several tim es overnight by the rain drum m ing on the cam per. 
  
 
Su n day  1 0 / 0 6 / 2 0 1 3 : 
A fter a quick bite of breakfast, packed up the inside of m y cam per and w as ready to roll. 
M ade m y goodbye to Bob N  and headed hom e to P ittsburgh.  
(Bob K had already pulled out before I w as up). 
S o this ends the final starparty convention for the year 2013. 
O nce again, it w as a w ash-out. L et's all hope that 2014 w ill be dryer! 
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