Hidden Hollow Star Party 2012

Here's ny report of H dden Holl ow 2012.

Friday 08/17/2012:

Fi ni shed packi ng up the canper on Friday norning, and headed over to
Mansfield Chio for t he 2012 H dden Hol | ow Conventi on.

htt p: // www. wr 0. or g/ hi ddenhol | owi nf 0. ht m

| arrived early afternoon and setup in our usual spot down on the | ower
field, in-between Bob K and Fred K
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(Bob K & Bob N, along with Fred)
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After setting up canp, late in the afternoon, we took a stroll up the hill to
the observatory to see the newmrror. ( Cassical large reflector)
http://home.comcast.net/~ki skiastronomers/images/conventions/HH2012-05.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/ HH2012-06.j pg

http://home.comcast.net/~ki skiastronomers/images/conventions/HH2012-07.jpg

http://home.comcast.net/~ki skiastronomers/images/conventions/HH2012-08.j pg
http://home.comcast.net/~Kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/HH2012-09.j pg

http://home.comcast.net/~ki skiastronomers/images/conventions/HH2012-10.jpg

If you recall fromlast year’s report, the club menbers were in the process
of adjusting the secondary, when it cane | oose and went crashing done on the
primary mrror, shattering the secondary and splitting the 4” thick 31"
primary mirror in half. What a disaster!!!
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Fortunately, they were able to replace the mrror and had just installed the
new |l arger 36” mirror and its new cell the week before.

Here's Bob & bob admiring the new hardware:
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(There’s enough fans on the newcell to fly it Iike a hover craft!)

They now have a new problemin that the newmrror cell will hit the concrete
floor near the center of the room depending on how they slew the telescope.
Looking forward to next year’s convention to see how they work out that

i ssue.

Afterwards, we wal ked around the club nmenber observing area and checked out a
few tel escopes setup for the night:
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Friday evening started out very good!!! Al the puffy clouds fromthe
afternoon dissipated, and it became a very clear, cool evening.
The M| ky-Way was the best that we could recall fromprior conventions.

For this trip, | tried something conpletely different — 1 did not bring a
tel escope! Instead, | mounted ny deep-sky video caneras, armed wi th w de-
field CCTV I ens. On one tripod was ny Sansung SDCA35 canera with a 4nm | ens,
pointed all night at the observatory done and hillside. | set the laptop to

record a frame fromit every 30 seconds over a period of 5 hours.
Here's the youtube results fromny Stellar Journeys channel:
htt p: // ww. yout ube. conl wat ch?v=hAZal13l bhas&f eat ur e=pl cp

On another tripod, |I mounted ny Stellacam-3 with the Canon 5.5nm — 55mm | ens.
| used it to go after several wide-field M| ky-Way shots, along with sone of
Barnard’s Dark Nebula. | was able to imge B78, the ‘Pipe nebula, a very
smal |l B72 ‘the Snake’, along with the crescent shaped B138 featured in the
Aug “Sky& Tel”, and Bl143, Barnard's “E nebula. | plan on creating a new
webpage for Barnard’ s Dark Nebula later this fall to display the inages.

VWhile | was busy having video fun, Bob K spent the evening doing wide-field
CCD i magi ng using his 80mm Oion Shortube Refractor with his S-Big canera,
and guiding with a little 50mm gui descope. (see phot o#3).

Bob had sonme pretty amazing i mages of the North American Nebul a!!

As for Bob N and Fred K, M Mirphy paid themboth a visit.

After overcom ng sone software issues, Bob Nwas finally able to get his big
Celestron SCT to image. Fred continued to have cabl e and conmputer issues and
was unsuccessful for the evening.

Around 11: 00pm we started getting waves of cloud bands blowing thru fromthe
North. After an extended period of cloudi ness at mdnight, Bob K packed it
in, while Bob N and |I wal ked up to the observatory. W hoped to catch a | ook
with the new mrror thru one of the big sucker holes going over, but the club
had cl osed the scope for the night to the general public for an extended
phot o shoot where they slowy rotate the dome to create an ‘' X-ray’' effect’.
After wal king back to canp, | put away the Stellacam-3 and finally shutdown

t he Samsung around 1:30 am and went to bed.

Sat urday 08/18/2012:

After waking up to a sunny, but cool norning, | spent tine processing the
video fromthe Sansung canera nmade the night before. | was pleasantly
surprised at the outcone. Everyone else also thought it was pretty cool!
We took in the 1:00pmtalk on the new Mars Rover — Curiosity.

It was an excellent presentation put together from NASA aninmation and |ive
video clips by one of the Mansfield dub nenbers. Very informative.

I skipped the talk on UFO s and opted for a nap instead.

At 6:30pmwe all assenbled over at the |lodge for the raff |l e prize draw ng.
The Kiski O ub got our luck back, as Bob N won a pair of binocs, and | wal ked
away with the grand prize — a Celestron Sky Scout:
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During the afternoon, clouds had built up, but with sunset, they nostly
evapor at ed, |eaving behind hazy conditions that gradually thickened as the

ni ght progressed. This time, | setup the Stellacam-3 with a 3mmw de-field

| ens point due south. | had hoped to capture a tinme-|lapse of the Sagittarius
regions arcing over the neridian, but with the haze, the real ‘star’ of the

vi deo was Bob K packing up his tel escope after he had successfully i maged M31
with the 80mmrefractor. Here's the youtube vid of that:

htt p: // www. yout ube. conl wat ch?v=- eWsXd8HWRs &f eat ur e=pl ayer _det ai | page

Wth the horrible sky conditions, we all packed in our equipnment early, and

the Bob’s and Fred headed for bed. | decided to walk up to the observatory
as they were still open and observing deep-sky objects straight overhead in a
sucker hole. After await inline, | rode the Iift up 20 ft to the eyepi ece

where | was treated to a view of Mb7, with its central star just shimrering
to visibility using averted-vision. The scope then went to M7, with the
dunbbel | filling the 20nm eyepi ece with faintly visible extensions of the
mai n hour gl ass shape, giving it an appearance of a football

We wrapped up the hazy views with the globular cluster M5; it's tightly
condensed core shinning thru the haze, resolved in a 12mm eyepi ece.

| can only inmage the views this tel escope would give on a clear night!!

After that | turned off the Stellacam and happily went to bed.

Sunday 08/19/2012:

Slept in a bit and mssed Bob K pulling out. Fred Kleft for hone while
was havi ng breakfast and slowy taking ny time packing.

I was off for home by 10:30amwhile Bob N finishing up his final packing.
Was hone and unpacked by early afternoon

This waps up another year’s convention at H dden Hol | ow.

Larry MHenry
Astronomi cal Wbport al
http:// hone. contast . net/~l snth/




