Ki ski Astrononers at Cherry Springs - April, 2011

A smal|l group of Kiski Astronomers decided to head up to Cherry Springs Park
for the April New Moon.

Saturday 4/30/2011:
Bob K and | nmade the drive up on Saturday April 30th, Bob |leaving in the
early morning, and | a few hours later.

The drive Saturday was nmostly uneventful. The sky was blue and the drive
scenic as usual, especially along RT555. But the real fun began as | was
driving thru the village of Driftwood, where the road does that =zigzag across
the river and up the hill. | heard ny spare tire, on the hitch, hitting the
road, 'burning rubber'!! 1 kept on driving, but after a few nore squeaks, |
pul l ed over to take a look. Didn't see anything out of order, so | thought
maybe | just had too nuch weight in the back of the car, so | took the spare
off and threwit in the back of the car and went on down the road.

After a bit, | began to hear an occasional grating sound, |ike something
dragging behind me. By the tinme | got to Wiarton, it was becom ng annoyi ng,
so | pulled over, and | ooked under the canper.

One of the trailer frame joist had split down the m ddl e and sagged, taking
the end of the hitch with it. The hitch welding on that joist had al so
cracked and nostly given way. What a disaster!

Here are the pictures of the structural failure issue | had with ny canper.
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After | finished giving birth to the cow, | got back into the car and deci ded
to see if | could make it to the park.

(it was either that or call for a flat-bed wecker).

At the point where | passed the gas well, the draggi ng over the bunpy road
was al nost continuous. Thank goodness for all of the new sections of paving
that | encountered the closer | got to the park, as it was nice and | evel so
that | barely dragged. Still, | was only driving about 15 mles an hour for
that last 5 miles. | finally linped into the park about an hour and a hal f
later that | had estimated.

The observing field was so wet fromall the rain, that the park of ficials
were having the canpers park their trailers on the gravel side roads.

As ny teardrop is very lightweight, and | had no idea when, if ever, | would
be able to leave, | parked it in the grass, and the car on the gravel road,
next to Bob K Wile | was unhooking the canper, Bob N arrived and parked
around the corner. Wth help fromBob K and Bob N, we jacked up the front of
the canper to investigate. After everyone there spent tine eyeballing up the
probl em and expressi ng amazenent of the structural failure, Bob K nmet a |l oca
astrononmer, Mke G of Cherry Springs Optics, who thought he could fix the
canper on-site. He had a | ocal person who worked for himthat could wel d.
(unfortunately, the welder had gone out of town that weekend).

So we decided that if | could put sone all-thread bolts up thru the bottom
and use 2x4's on both sides, | could create a vise that would pull the joist



and hitch back up into place to get me hone. The rest of the day, it rained,
but in the early evening, a partial clearing went thru for a few hours.

| setup ny telescope to get a little practice in with the nount, but the
observing conditions were so bad that you couldn't do much nore than | ook at
Saturn and the bright globulars MB and ML3. Everyone went to bed early.

Sunday 5/01/2011:

So Sunday that's what Mke and | did, spent the day lying on a wet field,
getting rained on, and bracing the hitch. (the Bob's had packed up and went
hone that day as rain was in the forecast for the rest of the weekend).

By the time we were done with the repair, it was too late to attenpt the
drive hone, so | canped out with a few other fol ks Sunday night on the field.
Again, it rained, so there was no observing.

Ch, and to add insult to injury, Sunday norning, while packing up ny canping
equi pnent and taking down ny new easy-up tent canopy, a sudden w nd gust
caught one end of the canopy, pulled the long tent stakes right out of the
soggy ground, and flipped the tent over destroying the frane!! nice!!!

Here are the pictures of the 'tenp' repair:
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Monday 5/02/2011:
Cot up this nmorning and drove nice and slow all the way to the RV store in
Ellwood Gty to drop off the canper. They were also very inpressed with the

joist fracture, and will call me back later in the week with the wel di ng
repair estimate.
So, all I got for the weekend was an hour or so of very hazy stars!! (

Saturday 5/14/2011:

Pi cked up ny teardrop from d ens RV today.

The wel ding job | ooks very good, hopefully, nothing else will fall off.....
Here are a few pics. On the front joist, they wel ded an additional angle
brace and welded the hitch to that.

On the mddle joist, (the one that split), they wel ded an angle brace to both
sides of the crack and then welded the hitch over that w der area.

Pictures of the 'final' repair:
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So, I've got the canper cleaned back up, and everything re-loaded into it.
I"mready to go for the CSSP on the 24th!

Larry MHenry
Astronom cal webportal :
http:// hone. contast . net/~l snth/




