Cherry Springs Star Party - 2010

The Spring of 2010 went quickly, and the nonth of June arrived!

it was tinme for the great CSSP! As usual, Kiski Astrononers nenbers were
pl anning on travelling up to Potter Cty for the event. Bob K and Denny H
headed up on Monday, June 8th, and had a great evening of observing.

Bob N arrived on Tuesday. That is also when | made the trip, as | was
wai ting for a new videocanera to be delivered.

It arrived around noon, and | was on the road shortly afterwards.

Tuesday 6/8/2010:

The drive up was nmostly uneventful, other than the section of road on R 555,
bet ween Driftwood and Benezette, where it was freshly oiled and chi pped.

My clean white teardrop trailer looked like it had a tan. Good thing ny van
was al ready brown! ;)

Once past the road work, the drive was very scenic, with the tall forest
covered nountains on one side of the road, and a wild river on the other.

| arrived at Cherry Springs State Park around 4:00 pm and quickly | ocated
Denny and the Bob's in our usual canping spot. They had their three Aliner
popup canpers all lined up in arow, with ny little teardrop on one end.

(a nunber of our friends fromother clubs, Dennis, Mke, and Bob 'R were

al so already there).

Sone of the other canpers wal king by joked that we | ooked |ike sonething from
Gza, with the Aliners being the pyram ds and ny camper the sphinx! LaL I!
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W al so had sonme unwanted 'canpers' join us - flies! Wen we were up to the
park last nmonth, there was a plague of tent caterpillars infesting the field.
If you stood still for a minute, they would try to clinb up your I|egs,
thinking you were a tree. Well, this nonth the caterpillars were all gone,
replaced by the "friendly' flies that lived off of them

(they were introduced by the DEP in order to control the caterpillar's that
were killing the '"real' trees). The flies lay their eggs on the
caterpillars, and when the | arvae hatch, they eat the caterpillars.

The flies had really cleaned up the caterpillars, but now were thensel ves
over popul ated. They were everywhere! Wiile they didn't bite, they nmade for
a nui sance, especially when they woul d | and on your nice white tel escope
tube, and then | eave a 'deposit’'.

(they were generally attracted to white surfaces). | even had one |and on ny
SCT's f6.3 focal reducer lens, which | had just uncapped, and which | then
had to clean off the fly droppings. The rangers say that by the July new
nmoon, the fly population will have crashed, and everything will be back to
normal , bug w se.



VWil e the sky was clear on the drive up, by 6:00 pma thickening haze had
begun filling the sky. W had reports of rain on the way. | decided to go
ahead and setup ny 8" Meade LX200GPS SCT tel escope for the evening, which was
good, as several lengthy clearings went thru the area after 10: 00 pm and I
was able to get a rough polar alignment.

Prior to it getting dark, | experinented a little with the new canera.
(a Sansung SDC-435, 1/3" color ccd chip, with up to 8 seconds integration
exposure time ~ $150).

http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/SDC-435-test-01.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/SDC-435-test-02.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/SDC-435-test-03.jpg

| mounted it on a tripod and attached a 24mmcctv lens for w defield inaging.
The canera di splayed a nice low-1ight color inmage of the canpgrounds.

The control buttons on the back of the camera and the OSD nenu settings were
fairly easy to use. After | have tinme to renmove the internal IR blocking
filter, the camera should be great for near real -tine videoastronony

obser vi ng.

Wth the weat her deteriorating, Bob K and Denny called it an early night, as
they were tired frombeing up the night before. Bob N and | stuck it out for
awhil e, but we were both gave up on the sky around m dnight, and went to bed.

Wednesday 6/9/2010:

Wke up early to the sound of raining hitting the canper. Rolled over and
went back to sl eep.

Finally got up around md-norning, dressed, had breakfast, and visited with
the other Kiski nenbers. Spent the noon hour and early afternoon back in ny
canper reading, watching DVD's (ol d 1950's Fl ash Gordon TV series), and
practicing ny presentations on Sketching and Star Myt hol ogy that I would be
giving on Friday and Saturday. It continued to rain hard all day.

The outside air tenperature stayed in the low 50's, but ny |li ttle canper
heater kept it nice and warminside. \What a cold, wet, mserable day!
Everyone stayed in their canpers and played with their | aptops, read,
listened to a radio, or watched novies. Throughout the day, nore canpers
continued to arrive and setup canp.

(I felt bad for the tent canpers who had to setup in the rain).

The observing field slowy began to fill up, with the weather radio calling
for the rain to stop and a clearing later in the evening.

Toward the end of the afternoon, we decided t o pile into Bob N s van and
headed into town for dinner. W stopped at the Sweden Valley Inn on Rt 6.
CGood food, (with beer) and warm and dry!!!

VWhile in town, the rain stopped and the sky began brightening, along with the
tenmperature warmng. The Inn was a popular place!! As we were |eaving the
restaurant, a group of amateur astronomers fromthe Mason-Di xon club cane in.



As we drove back up Rt 44 into the nountains, we soon encountered | ow |ying
clouds and fog. Back at the park, nore canpers had ar rived.

There were probably close to 100 attendees on the field, with nmore continuing
to come until dark. Even though the O ear Sky C ock showed it to be clearing
overhead, the fog continued to build on the observing field to the point
where you couldn't see any details a few canpsites away.

W& were socked in!! Everyone called it a night and went to bed early!!

Thursday 6/10/2010:

After a good night's sleep, | awodke to bright sunlight streamng thru ny
canper's skylight! The outdoor tenmp was already in the md-sixties.

The fog had burned off and the ground was dryi ng.

It was going to be a beautiful day!! Al norning and early afternoon it was
sunny with a nice breeze.

W spent sone time doing solar observing with a friend of ours, M Kke,

who had a nice Coronado sol armax scope.
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There were several very large prom nences on bot h the eastern and western
linmbs. After lunch, we wal ked over to the vendor's tent, where Jeff from
Canera Concepts and several other vendors, including Astro G znbos were open
for business, and we all dropped a few bucks. ;)

| picked up an extension nounting rod for my 8" SCT's red-dot finder, along
with several sections of clear red Plexiglas for ny nonitors. (later in the
week, | picked up from ADM a heavy duty nounting bracket for my 80nm BOSVA
Refractor). After dinner, we took a stroll around the observing field to
check out all the cool telescopes that were setup! Attendees had kept
pouring in all day, and there nust have been a good 300 peopl e now on the
field, bringing with thema nunber of |arge tel escopes of different design
types and nodels, al ong with imagi ng equi prent.
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W were fortunate in that a group who had setup across the road from us
assenbl ed a 32" 3.6 dob. (we noted to come back over later that evening).
Wth the greatly increased nunber of attendees on site, the wireless internet
connection, which had been sporadic at best, pretty nmuch becane unavail abl e.



| ended up turning off ny wireless so as not to be bothered by the warning
nmessages about not being able to connect. (Bob K and | had severa
conversations wi th Maxi ne H about the service, and she is going to try and
get it fixed before July).

Al afternoon, it was nostly sunny, with a noderate breeze. But, soon after
sunset, thicker clouds rolled in to stay. | gave up on ny imagi ng/ observing
pl ans and spent the evening redoing ny polar alignment thru the sucker holes
and working thru sonme other equi prment glitches. Wen the occasional |arge
hol e went over, | did make use of my LX200's GOTO to pick off some of the
bri ghter gal axi es over in Coma Berenices, such as NG4565. Stayed up till
after 1: 00 am hoping for a good clearing, but everyone soon gave up for the
ni ght and went to bed.

Friday 6/11/2010:

Wke early fromthe noise of fellow canpers. | could tell fromthe skylight
that it was partly cloudy. Throughout the norning and early afternoon, the
skies remained nostly cloudy and hazy. That didn't stop nore attendees who
kept rolling in by the dozens. The CSSP organi zers estimated that there were
over 475 in attendance by Friday afternoon. The weather radio was calling
for rain later, and thru the weekend. Bob N decided to pack up and head
hone. But, he should have stayed, as a few hours after he left, the weather
patterns shifted and the skies cleared!! The rain was going to hold off till
at |l east Saturday afternoon, with Friday being nostly clear overnight.

At 1:15 pm | gave ny 'How to Sketch Deep-Sky (hjects' presentation at the
shelter building to about 45 attendees. It was well received, with lots of
foll ow-up questions.

| believe there will be several new 'Sketchers' tonight!!

Around 1:00 pm Fred K arrived and setup canp across fromus in one of the few
open spots renai ning.

Denny and Bob K finally tal ked ne into getting out nmy Coronado PST and
Daystar .6 T-Scanner for solar observing. The PST showed the large |linb
prom nence still around fromyesterday, but all of the real action was
visible thru the Daystar filter on the 8" SCT. There was much activity
around sunspot group AR1081, |ocated near the northeastern Iinb. Earlier in
the day, a solar flare had erupted fromthe group, and the area was stil

very unsettled when we observed it that afternoon. There were severa

rapi dly changi ng active surge prom nences visible over the course of about an
hour, on either side of the groups' main sunspots. It was quite exciting to
watch it change over a several minute timefrane.

The skies stayed clear all afternoon and into the early evening.

Everyone uncovered their tel escopes and prepared for the eveni ng observing.

| attached all 3 of ny videocaneras: the StellaCam EX using the Canon 5.5 -
55mm wi defi el d | ens piggybacked on the 8" SCT , the StellaCam 1l nounted at
prime focus of the 8", and the new Samsung mounted at prine focus of ny BOSMA
80mm f 6. 3 refractor piggybacked on the 8".
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Wth it still light out, I tweaked the 80mm Refractor's alignnent to the 8"
SCT and brought all the caneras into focus.
VWhile waiting for it to beconme dark enough to begin videoinmaging, | visited

some of ny nearby neighbors, and was also visited by over a dozen fol ks
wanting to check out ny videoastronony system and teardrop canper.

Finally, around 9:20 pm Arcturus began to shine through the twlight and
was able to sync -align the Autostar and within 10 m nutes was vi deo
observing ML3! Spent the night sightseeing all the bright Messier bjects,
such as ML3, Mp7, MB, and ML1l, testing out the new Sansung canera nounted on
the BOSMA 80mm f6.3 Refractor. It did a great job, even with the IRfilter
still attached. Here are a few test images that | captured:
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(all single inmage 8 second exposures, only post processing is adjusting the
contrast by 20% and resi zi ng).

| didn't get a chance to capture conparison imges with the StellaCam I1, as
somet hi ng was generating noi se waves on nmy system

There was a coupl e from Canada setup across the field fromne with a 10"
Meade LX200, and we spent the evening going after the same objects and
conparing the view both visually and thru the vi deocans.

They really appreciated being able to see the central star in the R ng
Nebul a.

Around mdnight, a high | evel haze began to nove in, spoiling the observing
conditions. The NOAA weather radi o was now calling for storns before dawn.
The Kiski group decided to pack in nost of our scopes and wal k across the
road to wait in line and |ook thru the 32" 3.6 dob

It was showi ng sonme spectacular views of the Veil Nebula thru a wide-field
Et hos eyepi ece. (30mm 1 think?)

There were | ong ghostly streamers of nebulosity that extended in either
direction across the field of view and beyond.

It was |ike |l ooking at a Hubble picture!! W stuck around for a view of a
smal | planetary nebula (the Pillow Nebul a?), but as it was getting late, and
starting to cloud up, we headed back to canp. | stayed up a little while

| onger doing a little naked-eye M| ky-Way observing thru the gaps in the
clouds, but called it an evening at 3: 00 am
VWhile not a great night, it was still very satisfying.



Saturday 6/12/2010:

| was briefly awakened at 5:30 amby a hard rain hitting the canper.

By the time | finally rolled out of bed at 9:00 am it was partly cloudy and
the ground had dried off. As the radio was calling for severe stornms,

I quickly finished disassenbling ny tel escope and packed away all of the
camer as.

At 1:00 pm | presented ny talk on "Stargazing and Myths" to a packed house.
Again, it went very well, and | had folks stopping by later with foll ow-up

guestions. Several expressed that they wished I had given the tal k the day

before, so that they could have better appreciated what they were stargazing
at on Friday night.

Due to the continued severe weather forecasts, a | ot of attendees broke canp

and left for home. | decided to pack up ny remai ni ng canpi ng equi pnent and
take down ny tent canopy. | even hitched up the teardrop to the van.
Al | had left to do was pack a fewinside itens and pull the power line.

We had an early diner and killed time waiting for the 6:00 pmraffle.

(we didn't win anything this year).

Around 5:30 pm the skies cleared off. Sadly, the clearing lasted only a few
hours, and by sunset we were back to nmostly cloudy skies, with | arge sucker
hol es occasionally going over. That allowed for sone |limted observing, but
by 11:30 pm the skies closed up conpletely. It was off to bed!

Sunday 6/ 13/2010:

Sunday dawned cl oudy, but dry. Denny woke nme at 7:30 to say he was pulling
out. Bob K had left about a half-hour earlier. After taking care of stow ng
the inside itens and having a quick breakfast, | was on the road home by 8:15
am The drive honme was uneventful, but scenic.

Wil e not once of the best conventions clear sky wise, this year's CSSP 2010
was still a lot of fun.
"Il be there next year!!

Larry MHenry



