Starfest Star Party 2009

H all,

Over the winter, fellow Kiski Astrononmer Terry Trees convinced ne to make the
tripwith himthis year to the Geat Wite North — Canada!!

W would first attend the Manitoulin Starparty, and then travel to the nearby
Starfest convention, Canada’s largest. That way we coul d make one drive, up
and back, and take in both starparties over a 10 day stretch.

08- 19- 2009 (Day-1) Wednesday. (last day of the Manitoulin Starparty)

After breakfast, and showers, we wapped up our Manitoulin Island Starparty
adventure, said goodbye to Rita and Terry Gordon, canpground and dark -sky
preserve owners, and headed down the road toward the car ferry and Starfest.
After an uneventful two hour ferry ride back to the mainland, and then a
short two hour drive into central Ontario, we arrived at the Rivers Place
Canpground, hone of Starfest, Canada’s | argest astronony convention.

VWhat a huge place!!! The observing ‘field was about three tines the size of
the field at Cherry Springs. There nmust have been at |east 300 canpers

al ready there on Wdnesday. (total event attendance was estinmated at ~600).
We quickly registered and got our canps in order, as it was going on 7:00 PM
Terry had signed up in advance for a full trailer hookup si te. There was a
little hill behind himthat | was able to park ny little teardrop on, and run
a power line down to his popup camper. Wiile at registration, |I ran into Teri
and Trevor fromthe Manitoulin SP, and they ended up setting up their tent
across the road.

Here are a few pictures: (the place is so large it was hard to get a good
shot or two)
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Here's a couple of pictures of ny canp:
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The sky had been nmostly sunny all day, and with the approachi ng sunset, the
few daytime clouds were disappearing. After getting the canp squared away,

I quickly assenbled the 8 SCT for the evening, and in the gathering dusk
achi eved a good polar alignnent. Terry and JoAnne got out their 10” dob and
setup on the hillside beside ny tel escope. W spent the next several hours
hoppi ng around to the various bright showase objects.



Once again, | had a nunber of folks stop in to investigate ny little teardrop
canper and ny vi deoastronony setup. Around 11:00 PM it began to cloud over,
and nost people covered up their tel escopes for the night. | continued doi ng
vi deo observing for about another hour thru the sucker holes, but called it
quits and headed for bed shortly after mdnight.

08- 20- 2009 ( Day-2) Thur sday.

| awoke to a partially cloudy and wi ndy norning. All day we had extended

peri ods of sunshine, and the tenperature and humi dity stayed noderate.

But, by 3:00 PM when it was time for ny tal k on sketching, the storns started
toroll in. Md-way thru ny presentation, | had to practically shout over the
t hunderstorm but managed to conplete the tal k and group denpb activates

wi t hout too nuch trouble. W did | ose power a fewtines, and the rain on the
tent was loud, still, the talk went well, with a good attendance and questi ons
af t er war ds.

Here's a few pictures of the small tent where | gave ny presentations:
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During the day, Kiski nmenbers Bob N and Suzie, and Bob K arrived.

About % hour after getting back to canp, a huge stormblew through. It poured
for nearly an hour!! Small tents all around us were blowing down in the high
wi nds, and people went running for their cars. Terry' s and ny canp cane thru
the stormnostly intact. (I had sone damage to ny tent canopy). Later ny next
door nei ghbor Sal nentioned that he observed a funnel cloud going overhead,

and we heard reports on the radio that the small town of Durhamjust six mles
away was struck by a F2 tornado, w th nunerous buil di ngs danaged and one
person killed. W were very lucky that the funnel cloud didn't touch down
sooner and w pe out the convention. After the stormfinally passed by 5:30
PM the observing field was pretty flooded in places. Fortunately, being on
the hillside, nmy canp drained quickly.

http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/SFSP2009-23.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/SFSP2009-24.jpg
http://home.comcast.net/~kiskiastronomers/images/conventions/SFSP2009-25.jpg

It didn’t | ook good for any observing that night. The clouds and w nds
continued to roll by till close to sundown. Then the skies amazingly cleared
off Qut cane the telescope!!! For the next several hours we had beautifully
clear and cal mskies. Wile the MIky-Way wasn’t as good as Tuesday ni ght on
the island, it was still enjoyable to see naked-eye. | was able to finish ny
video survey of the little Messier globulars in the Sagittarius region.

(M4, M5, M2, M0, and Mr5). Terry and JoAnne got out their 10” dob
again and al so observed the brighter deep-sky objects and the planet Jupiter.
Around 11:30 PM the wi nd picked up, a bank of clouds suddenly swept in.



Wthin a matter of mnutes we had a downpour. | was barely able to get the
SCT covered in tine. Fortunately for Terry and JoAnne, they had packed up

about an hour earlier. | waited awhile to see if it would clear back off, but
t he best we got were sucker holes, so | took a stroll around the observing
field to visit. | finally headed for bed at 1:30 AM

08- 21-2009 (Day-3) Friday.

Friday was filled with lots of scattered clouds and partial sun. It was also
very windy!! Terry and JoAnne decided to pack up and they headed back to
Pittsburgh around 1: 00 PM | gave ny solar observing talk to a |l arge very

interested group at 2:00 PM It was cloudy afterwards, so we couldn’t sol ar
observe afterwards. Spent the rest of the day going to a nunber of the other
presentations, including one by a |ocal Native Anerican on First Nation sky
nyt hol ogy, and anot her by a NQOAA spaceweat her expert.

Here's a few pictures of the main speakers tent:
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During the spaceweat her tal k, there was another downpour! Later it did clear
of f again around sunset, but this time the clear skies only lasted for about
an hour, just when it was getting dark. So | covered up the tel escope and
wal ked around again, visiting with sone of the other canpers that | had net,
particularly the nenbers of the Ham |ton Astronony O ub. The skies never did
clear up, so | went to bed early, but around 3:00 Am | did hear sone of ny
nei ghbors out observing a clearing that went past.

08- 22-2009 (Day-4) Sat ur day.

Sat urday dawned cold and wet. It sprinkled off and on all day. After
listening to the weather report, with no hope for clearing that evening, I
deci ded to go ahead and pack up the tel escope and as nmuch of the canping gear
as | could. Spent the day going to nore of the speaker presentations,
(enjoyed the talk by a | ocal geol ogist on the Sudbury Basin asteroid inpact,
and got a sanmple of 1.4 billion year old Sudbury Basin brecca), shopping the
vendors, and going to the swap table. | picked up a new red/ white conbo
flashlight and a canera piggyback adaptor for ny 8 SCT

Here's a few pictures of the vendors:
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and our favorite Kiski vendor — Bob K
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At 5:00 PMwas the dinner banquet, a very nice spread!!! Then the door prize
drawi ng followed at 7:00 PM The North York club had a nunber of great
prizes. Unfortunately, none of the Kiski nenbers present won.

The | ast speaker got a late start, so as it was still alittle light out; I
decided to skip the talk and instead finished packing ny tent canopy.
Afterwards, | once again wal ked around and visited with ny Canadian frie nds.

We did get a few short |ived sucker holes giving us a glinpse or two of the
M| ky-Way, but by 10:30 PM the skies had cl osed back up, so | went to bed
early.

08- 23-2009 (Day-5) Sunday.

Wke up early, had a quick breakfast and hitched the canper to ny van.
Ht the shower house one last tine. (had ny good tennis shoes stolen).
Sai d goodbye to ny camper friends and started the |ong drive back to
Pi tt sbur gh.

Starfest in central Ontario was a well run convention, and it was kind of
exciting being anong so many amateur astrononers. VWile it's a sonewhat
easier drive, | don't think that I will be going back on an annual basis.
The skies were not as dark as Manitoulin Island, and while the skies are nuch
darker than anything in the Pittsburgh area, again, they are not on par with
Cherry Springs. (1 even had a nenber of the Hamilton Astronomy club, who is
aregular at CSSP tell ne that). There are several significant |ight dones
to the north, east, and south-west fromthe nearby small towns. Plus, the
seasonal campers at the canpground don't seemto be too accommodating to the
event. They all had these little white-light solar powered garden lights all
over the place, and one person had a gazebo all decked out wi th hangi ng
l[ights! Plus, they tended to drive their cars after dark with their lights
on. Finally, several of themhad small golf carts that their kids where

using to zip up and down the roads all day and into the evening. | was
sitting in the main speaker tent during a presentation, and heard one do a
lap around the tent with its built in stereo blasting sone nusic! | couldn't

believe it, but | guess the Starfest organizers couldn't do anythi ng about
what the seasonal canpers did.

Cherry Springs is a nmuch, nuch easier drive to get too, ( cheaper), and offers
a far superior observing field and facilities.

Wsh | could say | had a '"great' tinme, but the weather, again, put a danper
on that! Not a single full night of good observing!

Still, overall, I'mglad that | did the trip.

I’d love to try going sonetime again in a couple of years to Starfest with a
bi g group of Kiski Astronomners!!

Larry



