Black Forest Star Party 2009

| always | ook forward to the Black Forest Starparty.

The Fall season is such a beautiful time of year to be out in the
forests and the night sky is probably at its best, with the MIKky-Wy
flowi ng overhead fromthe NE to SW horizons. Al of the bright Spring,
Sunmer, and early Fall deep-sky objects are avail able for observing.
The day and evening tenperatures are usually noderate, and nost of the
annoyi ng bugs are gone.

9/ 15/ 2009 (day-1) Tuesday

Arrived at Cherry Springs around 3:30 PMfrom Pittsburgh.

I"'mnow famliar with all phases of 'tar and chip' road repair! ;)
Bob K and Denny H were already here in our usual spot.
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(Mke fromNJ and Dennis also were there, N ck showed up later).
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There' s probably a good 50 — 60 attendees already on site, with nore
rolling in later in the evening. For the drive up, it was nostly

cl oudy, but started to break late in the afternoon.

We had scatter clouds at sunset, so Denny and | hurried up and finished
setting up our tel escopes and pol ar aligned. Bob deci ded not to get
his out. There was a |light breeze, which help kept the dew and
nosqui t oes away.
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At around 9:30 PM the clouds started buil di ng again. Spent the next
several hours chasing deep-sky objects through the sucker hol es.

(it was nice viewnwing thru the holes). Was able to check off a few nore
Messi er objects on ny video capture list — MO1, M2, M3, and Ms9.

Besi des the objects that | captured, | also spent some tine video -
observing M22, which spectacularly filled the nonitor, and ML7.

It was really cool to have a high-res imge of the Swan through ny
8”SCT on one nonitor with the Stellacamll, while having a wide-field

i mage on the other nonitor using ny old Stellacam EX canera.
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Finally, got tired of chasing around the sucker holes, so | started
covering up the equipnent a little after mdnight. At that point, the
cl ouds had started to thicken, and we were conpletely socked in by
12:30 AM | was in bed by 1:00 AM



9/ 16/ 2009 (day-2) Wednesday

Wke to a cold sunny norning. 1In talking with Denny, he had gotten up
at 6:00 AMand it was beautifully clear, with Venus and a slim Crescent
Moon rising in the East. Spent the norning sitting around the canp
tal king with Denny and Bob. Some fol ks a few canps down fromus were
doi ng daylight observing of Venus and Mars. | reviewed the inmages |
had taken the night before and made plans for my observing session that
night. Later that afternoon, we took a hike around the old airport and
checked out the ‘anphitheater’ area where the park does its infornal

ni ght sky public presentations. Al so walked over to the old canpground
area — nice. The airport area across the road actually has better

hori zons than the official astronomy field. Wth the weather | ooking
good for the evening, Denny and | spent the afternoon tuning up our

tel escopes. | decided to experinent and sw tched ny video caneras
around. | attached the older StellacamEX to the 8" SCT at prine
focus, and mounted the newer Stellacam || piggybacked on the SCT with a
wi de-field CCTV lens. That evening, before sunset, the three of us
went for a stroll around the observing field. There were a nunber of

| arge dobs, and a collection of other nice tel escopes.
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The sky remained nmostly sunny all day, so Bob finally decided to setup
his tel escope. At sunset, the few remaining clouds cleared, and we all
got busy with our observing prograns. | spent a good deal of time
using the SC-11 and wide-field lens to inage the M I Kky-VWay.

Here’'s an attenpt at a nosaic:
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| captured an interesting visual effect fromone of our canping
nei ghbors a few canpsites down. They had a tiny redlight on inside
their tent. It |looked |ike the ‘nother-ship had | anded!!
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As the evening progressed, the tenperature dropped into the upper 40’s,

and the dew becane heavy. After finishing up with the SC-11, | started
nmy main video capture observing programw th a nice gl obular cluster,
NGC6934 in Del phinus. It was surprisingly bright. | then noved on to

Mr3, a little asterismof four stars in Aquarius, and M/4, galaxy in
Pisces. That's as far as | got, as bands of clouds began nmoving in
around 10: 00 PM | spent the remaining time junping around to the

bri ghter showcase objects, such as ML7, the Ring Nebula, M1, the WId
Duck duster, and gl obulars M2, and ML5. By 11:00 PM the clouds had
won the battle, and nost fol ks packed it in for the evening. | stuck
it out till 11:30 PM but called it quits and was in bed by m dnight.



9/ 17/ 2009 (day-3) Thursday

Slept in till about 8:00 AM After clinbing out of my teardrop canper,

| discovered it had rained. It stayed cl oudy, danp, and cold all

nmorni ng. But, the weather forecast was promsing for later that
evening, and on into Friday and Saturday. After breakfast, we just
hung out around canp. | ended up going back inside my canper, turning
on the heater, and reading a new book that | have, “Deep Sky Vi deo
Astronony”. After a late lunch, | headed down to the shower house.
Comi ng back to the canpground, it still |ooked like it could rain at
any noment. The partial clearing that was forecast earlier wasn't
happening! Still, with the bad weather, a good nunber of canpers had
shown up while | was out, and the open space around our canpsi te was
starting to fill up. Mre attendees kept pulling in throughout the
afternoon, to be greeted by a rain shower around 4:30 PM The cl ouds
that had slowy begun lifting settled back down into an overcast gl oom
It didn’t |ook good for that night. All afternoon, the clouds
continued to thicken, along with light rain and fog. As the air tenp
dropped into the upper 40's, we called it an early night and retired to
our individual canps. | read a little, and watched a novie before bed.

9/ 18/ 2009 (day-4) Friday

| awoke to bright sunlight filtering thru ny canper w ndows.

The heavy clouds were gone, with just a little patchy fog |left over

As the morning progressed, the fog burned off, and the observing field
began to dry out. The vendors began arriving and setting up, so the
three of us went over and checked out the goods. By noon, people began
pouring in, jamm ng canps in everywhere!! | asked one of the BFSP
workers fromthe Central Pennsylvania (bservers, and he told ne that
there was over 529 registered attendees, and that did not include any
of their club nenbers. The weather continued to inprove, with the
tenmperature warmng up into the upper 60’s. After lunch, | broke out
the solar filters for a couple of hours, but with the ongoing current
solar mnimum there was little “action’ to observe, even with the Cak
or Ha Daystar. The observing session was rudely ended by a bank of
clouds that rolled thru and obscured nost of the sky!
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After | had packed up the filters, we wal ked over to Mays for dinner.
VWiile there we net a nice couple fromBethel Park on their first trip
to Cherry Springs, and ran in to Fred K
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Later that evening Maureen and Bill M dropped over at our canp to
visit. After dinner, we took another stroll around the observing
field, and we were all greatly inpressed by the nunber of large 24" >
dobs present. W all agreed that this was the biggest crowd that we’'d

ever seen at Cherry Springs for any starparty! It was so packed that
you could hardly cut through between roads. Al four of the on-site
observatories were full, with people canmping in between them

(they were even pitching tents close to the portajohns).
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During our wal k about the observing field, the sky had nostly cl eared
again, so we hurried back to our canpsite and uncovered our tel escopes
for the night’s observing. Wiile it started out clear, it becane dewy
right away. The atnosphere was clearly unstable, with the air
temperature plumeting, and clouds were literally formng right over
us, and within a few mnutes would dissipate. This kept up and

hi ndered our observing until about 11: 00 pm when the air finally
stabilized. W nmade the nost of it by staying up observing till 3:00.
Bob and Denny were imaging all kinds of objects, such as the Bubble,
Crescent, Helix, Blue Showball, and Cats Eye Nebula, along with the
Scul ptor Gal axy — NGC253, while | would attenpt to real -tinme observe
themw th ny SC-I1 video astronomny setup.

| al so knocked off another Messier object on ny list, M7.

Wbul d have done nore, but polar alignment issues fromearlier in the
week sl owed nme down.

It wasn’t one of the best nights, as the transparency was bad, but it
still beat anything back honme, and we made the nobst of it!

9/ 19/ 2009 (day-5) Saturday

Wke up late Saturday nmorning. In talking with ny neighbors who were
up sooner, a nunber of them had seen frost!! There wasn’t a cloud in
the sky, and with the rising tenperature, what dew remai ned quickly
dried. After seeing Denny and Bob return with goodies fromthe
vendors, | hurried down to see the new vendors who had opened shop that
morning. | picked up a ‘bahtinov’ focusing mask for ny 8" SCIT.

Cel estron was al so there giving out free hats.

Had a quick lunch and then conpl eted nmy preparations for the talk on
Vi deo Astronony that | was giving at 1:15 PM M presentati on was wel |
attended, with lots of questions afterwards, both inside the pavilion,
and outside on the way back to canp.
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That eveni ng a nunber of the attendees stopped by for the video
observing session. | think there are a few nore amateurs who will be
going ‘video astronony’ real soon! ;)

The skies continued to be crystal clear all day, with the tenp reaching
m d- seventies. Throughout the day, nore attendees continued to arrive.
At this point, canpsites stretched alnost all the way to the fence in
the | ower southern portion of the observing field. Peopl e were setting
up on the narrow strip of grass between the permanent restroomfacility
and where Mays had their dining tent. Two separate scout groups were
canped in the north field behind the vendor’s tent, along with a couple
of large RV s parked to the west. Even the public canpgrounds across
the road had at | east a dozen canmps with tel escopes sitting about.

Al nost every last bit of avail able space was taken!

Later that evening, a |large nunber of public showed up for the open
observing session. 1'd estimate that there were probably at |east 750
attendees on site Saturday night!!



The three of us decided to skip the start of the keynote speaker and
instead take in May's Spaghetti Dinner!! Before we went, | spent a
little time reattaching ny video equi pment and accessories in advance
of the evening. (which I'mglad I did).

After finishing our dinner, we headed over to the keynote presentation
There was such a large crowd, that we ended up sitting on a picnic
table on the hillside above the pavilion. Denny deci ded to head back
to canmp and process sone of his inmages fromthe night before.

He cane runni ng back when he heard the applause at the end of the
presentation.

Then cane the Door Prizes!!! And the Black Forest organizers had a
very nice selection this year!

Once again Kiski club nmenbers struck gol d.

Bob K won a notorized canera nount. And, | got lucky and won the
second pl ace prize — an 80mm f 6.3 Bosna Refractor!

It came with eyepieces, finder, and a field tripod.

About an hour later it had first |ight!
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The drawi ng ended wel |l after sunset, so we rushed back to our canps and
qui ckly changed into cold weather clothes. (you could feel the tenp
rapidly dropping as soon as the sun had set). In a short time, the
first stars of the evening began to shine, and we had our tel escopes in
oper at i on.

As | nmentioned before, it was a good thing that | had taken the tine
earlier to setup ny video equipnent prior to going to dinner

Shortly after | had finished turning on the equi pment and getting
everything focused, | began to have crowds of public attendees stop in.
(I had volunteered to participate in the open house observing for that
eveni ng, and the BFSP organi zers had given nme red and green gl owsti cks
to mark my | ocation).

For the next three hours, | had groups of people lining up outside ny
tent for a | ook at what was on the video nonitors inside. There were
even several groups who after an initial view stopped back a coupl e of

hours later on their way out. | stuck to all the major showcase deep -
sky objects, such as M7, M22, and Mb7. For a group of nore advanced
amateurs, | slewed the tel escope over to M6, the Eagle Nebula, where

they could see real -tine the Hubble *Pillars of Creation’
They were quite inpressed!!
It was a very good public video astronony session

An interesting atnospheric event happened around 7:45 PM A nunber of
the public attendees started asking nme about what | ooked |ike sone

bright light or explosion over in the southeastern sky. | was under ny
tent canopy adjusting the video monitors, so | didn't see it happen
But after being questioned, | canme out and | ooked over in that

direction. Visible just to the east of Jupiter was a |um nous diffuse
| ooki ng cloud that was quickly fading away. Sone of the people around
me said that it cane fromthe bright flash that they had seen the
previous mnute. Back home the next day, | |earned that the cloud was
created by a NASA sounding rocket |aunched fromWllops Flight Facility
in Virginia. The rocket released a cloud of gas near the top of
Earth's atnosphere to investigate the formation of noctilucent clouds
or "NLCs". Apparently, it was visible all along the Eastern seaboard.
Neat - QO !'!



Once the crowd had di ed down, Bob and Denny finished their imaging, and
Bob packed away his equi pment. Then | put the 8 SCT on M7, the Dumb
Bell Nebula, and left the tent flap open for anyone to drop by as we
went for a stroll around the observing, in search of one of the 30”
dobs that was on the field. W also wanted to visit a canpsite area
that we had seen the day before which we had nanmed the ‘Valley of the
Dobs’ because there nust have been 8 — 10 dobs, 17" - 24" .

W found one of the 30" Dobs, (it belonged to TomWfromthe Erie

Mobil e Group), and had several great views of the Cats Eye Nebul a, and
NGC253, which was nice, as we could conpare the view to what we
remenbered from our imagi ng session the nite before.

As Tom Whad a crowd wanting to look thru his nonster, we continued our
wal k, stopping at a large refractor for a view of Jupiter. W al so
paused at a few other 25” dobs that we encountered, but we never could
find that group of big dobs. W were getting cold and a little tired,
so we headed back to our canp.

After we got back fromour wal k, Bob went straight to bed, while Denny
finished off his imaging session with a few dark franes, and | packed
up ny video caneras and cl osed down the tel escope for the night.

By now, the air tenp had dropped into the low 30"s. Apparently I
didn’t have nmy dew heaters set high enough while we were out wal ki ng
about the field, as ny finder had frosted over!!

| ended the evening around 1:30 AM spending sone tine in a chair just
viewi ng the brighter portions of the Aquila / Cygnus MIky-Wy setting
in the west, and watching for the occasional bright neteor.

9/ 20/ 2009 (day-6) Sunday

I had planned on sleeping in late, but the noise of people packi ng woke
me up. Bob had already left for honme, and Denny was up and about,
putting away his tel escope. After | quick breakfast, | began to break
down ny canp, and hit the road home by 11:00.

Had a nice drive thru the forest, no road work today, and enjoyed the
scenic forest views of the trees that were starting to change to their
fall colors. Arrived home and unpacked in time for the |ate afternoon
Steel ers gane!!

A great close to another season of starparties at Cherry Springs!!!
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Larry MHenry



