Cherry Springs 2008

H all,

Spent this past weekend up in Potter Cty at the Cherry Springs Star Party
"CSSP'" in Cherry Springs Park, PA' s 1st dark sky preserve.

After | ast Wednesday's beautifully clear evening here in Pittsburgh, | was
anxious to | eave the next day for CSSP. Even with the weather calling for
stornms over the weekend, the forecast for Thursday night was very good.
Though | waited till the end of rush hour, | still nmanaged to get stuck in
traffic along Rt28. But after a period of stop-n-start traffic close to town,
| finally made it into clear driving for the next 4.5+ hours.

| arrived at CSP m d-afternoon, and was able to find a spot next to the Kisk
Astrononers club menbers that | usually hang-out with.

(Bob Kal an, Denny Hill, and Jan, and later in the weekend Tony O & Roz).
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After getting the Wazat teardrop canp in order and setting up ny 8" LX200
and connecting it to the teardrop's video/conputer, | was ready for the
night's observing. It was a good thing that | got there when | did, as the
open area around us quickly filled up with other convention goers.

VWile waiting for sunset, we strolled around the observing field, checking
out the various tel escopes being prepared for the evening, along with this
year's site inprovenents.
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W estimated there was about 250 in attendance. (nornally the Harrisburg
club that runs CSSP cl oses registration at 350, but this year did not sel
out, and we were told at the front desk on Friday that there were a | ot of
no shows, mainly due to the weather and the cost of gas).

About this year's site inprovenments, in addition to adding nore electrica
box hookups and concrete tel escope pads, the park had al so conpleted the
new rest-roomfacility. It is really nice!l! Running water, hot air hand
dryers, and flushing porcelain seats! It even has red lights for nighttine
use. The best part is that the facility is heated!

(that was a pleasant surprise at 2:00 am ) )

After what seenmed |ike forever, the sky finally began to darken and the
stars cane out to play, allowing me to auto-align the LX200, attached the
vi deo canera and adjust focus. The evening sky was spectacul ar!!
Transparency was great, the winds were calm and there was absolutely no dew.
(or bugs).

| observed sket ched/vi deocaptured various spring galaxies in Usa Mjor and
Canes Venatici, which I can't normally see fromny hone observatory.
(northern sky is blocked by the observatory shed). My catch of the nite

was NGC3079, as described in a recent issue of Sky & Tel. After finishing
nmy observing list around midnight, I went on to view some of the usua
suspects - M3, M3, Mb7, ML04, various galaxies in Virgo, and later after
the Earth had rotated a bit, the sunmer southern sky objects such as M2,



& ML7. Around 3:00 AM |

covered the tel escope and sat down for a little

Ml ky-Way viewing as it was brightly rising high in the east.
The rifts around Cygnus down thru Scutum was out st andi ng.
Wth noonrise beginning to interfere with the darksky and the cold

getting through,

(tenmp dropped to 37), |
went to bed at about a quarter to four

eveni ng. That one ni ght al one
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with the wind picking up and nore om nous
our observing group al so put away the tel escopes.
We decided to ride out the storns and stay the entire weekend,

SO wWe j ust

secured | oose itens around the canpsite and tightened down the tent canopies.

After a few strong gusts of wind,

t hat evening, was actually partly clear.

the stormthreat died down,
VWil e the transparency was bad,

and | ater



and there was an obvi ous overcast of scattered haze and |ight clouds, the
sky was still no worse than what we woul d have on an average ni ght from
the Pittsburgh areal

An occasional brighter deep-sky object was visible and Saturn was putting
on a nice showwith it's nearly edge-on rings and it's noons in the few
tel escopes that were in operation. But, as mdnight approached, the clouds
t hi ckened and covered the entire sky.

In the wee hours, the w nd picked back up and the rain cane in.

Sat urday dawned col d and wet.

The weat her forecast continued to go downhill, resulting in nore folks
giving up and | eaving. They missed an interesting presentation by the keynote
speaker - Al Nagler of TeleVue fame. Al's talk was "Choosi ng Eyepi eces”, in

whi ch he stated (to Tony's dismay), that you only really needed two or maybe
three eyepieces in their collection

That was certainly an eye-opener for sonme of those in attendance.

O course it really didn't concern ne, being a videoastronony guy who doesn't
need eyepi eces! )

Al also went thru his controversial 'nmajesty' principle that he recently cane
up with in conjunction with his new Et hos eyepi ece |ine

H s principle concerns using the highest power with the widest field of view
that gives the nost mpjestic view of the particul ar object being observed,
taking into account the darkness of the observer's sky.

(that's a very sinplified version of it - you should go to his website for
the full description).

After several squall |ines blew past, a cal mer airmass went over, and we
had a few hours of clear partly sunny skies.

Bob and | took advantage of that and brought out the solar scopes, and
shared the view with Denny & Jan, and sone nearby canpers who were stil
there. Wiile there was absolutely 'nothing' visible in white-Iight and not
much nore int he CaK, The views in H al pha was rmuch nore interesting.
There were two | arge groups of prom nences we were able to observe, a nice
hedgerow formation on the north polar linb, and a bright fan shaped prom on
the western linb. Using the Daystar filter on nmy 8 and slowy follow ng the
linb around the Sun brought into view a nunber of smaller fans, flanes, and
det ached fragnments, and when the seeing nonentarily steadi ed, individua

spi cul es coul d be observed along the rim Good Stuff!

| managed to get one image with the CaK before another squall |ine began

to approach that interrupted the solar fun

htt p: // home. contast . net/ ~ki ski ast r ononer s/ i mages/ convent i ons/ cssp2008- cak. j pg

Late that afternoon, runors about a clearing Saturday night began maki ng

t he rounds. Sure enough, during the early evening raffle prize drawi ng the
sun began poking thru the clouds and with sunset cane partly clear skies!
Speaki ng of the doorprize raffle, several Kiski nenbers continued our club
streak by w nning!! Denny and Jan both won itens, and Bob wal ked away wth
the main doorprize - a Denkmire Bino viewer! Way to go Bob!!

After the last drawing, we all hurried back to our canmps to uncover our
scopes. | quickly got the LX200 up and running, but | rushed through the

al i gnment process and didn't really have accurate GOTO for the evening.
(generally put the object in or very near the finder field of view, but

not right on the chip everytinme |like on Thursday night). The public is
invited in on Saturday evenings, and as | had volunteered to be part of

the public program had several people lined up waiting to | ook at sonethi ng



while | was trying to align. Was able to give everyone a |l ook at Saturn and
ML3, and they |eft happy.

Not long after it had finally gotten dark, cloud bands began rolling thru
making it difficult to observe. The dew al so came on very heavy! Wile ny
dew heaters kept the 8" SCI's corrector plate and the 50nm fi nder scope
objective nmostly dry, the red dot finder quickly succunbed and it was a
fight to keep the eyepieces dry. (while correcting ny alignnment problens,
for anwhile |I turned off the dew heaters as they were possibly interfering
with the alignment sensors, and | soon had to borrow Denny's hair dryer

for the corrector plate and 50nm finder - the dew was that heavy!)

Bet ween the dew, clouds, and alignnment problens, |I finally said to heck with
it around 11:30 pm put away the tel escope, and stayed up after midnight with
Denny enjoying views of the MIky-Way with his binocul ars or naked-eye.

By then the |ast of the cloud banks had gone over, |eaving a clear sky
overhead. Wiile not as good as Thursday night, the night sky was still very
i mpressi vel

Sunday norni ng dawned bright and sunny, and the remandi ng attendees quickly
began packi ng up and I eavi ng.

| pulled out and headed for home around 10:30 am a little tired but a very
happy canper!

Larry



